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(54) MAGNETIC DISC SURFACE INSPECTION METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To inspect an 
overall surface of a magnetic disc so as to 
detect a defective item causing problems on a 
very low levitation area of a magnetic head. 
SOLUTION: When sweeping by an inspection 
head carrying an AE sensor is carried out 
above the magnetic disc at a circumference 
speed matching a levitation starting height, a 
mean value of an AE output for each track is 
found, and the value is compared with a 
reference value for detecting a defective item. 
In this way, the defective magnetic disc 
causing problems in a magnetic head very low 
levitation area can be detected. 
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